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Omnia in Excellentia Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam

I was often curious why the month of January led to the path of 
new beginnings. Obviously, I understand the “beginning of a new 
calendar year.” But Liturgically we are not beginning a new year. 
Seasonally we are still in winter, still surviving colder temperatures 
and early sunsets. We are still in darkness. And in Louisiana we are 
beginning the carnival season, certainly not a time for fasting, eating 
healthy, or even for attention to anything other than the next king 
cake or parade.

It was more recently that I have been able to really understand the idea of a new beginning 
in January. In the last few years I have found a reawakening of my faith from a cradle 
Catholic to a truly practicing and receiving Catholic. I credit having children to wanting to 
better understand and celebrate my faith, but I think there is more to it. This reawakening 
led me to consider the time of the Epiphany as my time of a new beginning rather than 
just following the turn of the calendar on January 1st.

In the rest of the world an epiphany is something of a revelation, an intuitive grasp of 
reality through something simple and striking. In our Catholic tradition, epiphany is that 
same revelation but something much more. The Epiphany begins with the three Wise Men seeking Christ. We begin this 
beautiful journey with three wise but really pagan men seeking Christ which helps us to see that anyone can seek and 
discover Christ. These Wise Men pave this path of new beginnings for us. Each year as we celebrate the Epiphany, I wonder 
if we really comprehend their journey. Do we really understand the lengths they went to in their journey? Are we truly seeking 
Christ with our heart, mind, body as the Wise Men did during their tumultuous and dangerous journey? I wonder if we truly 
seek the truth whether in our Catholic tradition or in this difficult and lost world. If in our flawed humanity we stumble and 
do not seek Him or the truth as we should, what a beautiful opportunity to recommit ourselves. Now, January and a new 
beginning hold so much hope and promise as we too can try again and seek the dawning of a new light in Him, the word 
made flesh. 

No matter how wayward, we too can make a recommitment to seeking the truth in this world so that we may fully live our 
Catholic tradition. This faithfulness to our Catholic tradition is important not only in our own homes but also in everything we 
do here at JPG. We must begin again our path to living as Guardians according to both faith and reason. We must recommit 
to seeking the true, the good, and the beautiful knowing that we may be uncomfortable or it may require hard work. We 
must seek to learn more, do more, be more. This time in learning about the Epiphany has encouraged me to this work and to 
this commitment. We are made for times such as these but are we willing to be present? Are we willing to hear the revelation 
of the Wise Men through the simple but striking beginnings of our newborn King? I believe we are.
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Jan 18 February Lunch Orders 
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Jan 19 Totus Tuus Thursday
Jan 20 House T-Shirts
Jan 30-
Feb 3 Catholic Schools Week

Feb 1 Community Conversations
Feb 2 100th Day of School
Feb 3 All School Mass
Feb 11 Sadie Hawkins Dance
Feb 20-
21
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Feb 22 All School Mass/ Ash 
Wednesday

Mar 20 • St. Joseph Feast 
Celebration

• Grandparents Day
April 29 16th Annual Veritas Lecture 

& Gala Dinner
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Recommit to prayer with a visit to the Sacred Heart 

of Jesus Adoration Chapel.

MARDI GRAS HOLIDAY
There will be NO SCHOOL on Monday, 
February 20 and Tuesday, February 21 in 

observance of the Mardi Gras Holiday. Class 
will resume on Ash Wednesday, February 22, 
beginning with an All School Mass. Parents 

are welcome to attend Mass at 8:30 a.m.
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Visit jpgacademy.org/
vocationscross to sign up 

to take the vocations cross 
home & to see the updated 

list of JPG Vocations.

JPG Vocations Cross

Tickets & Sponsorships to the 
16th Annual Gala will go on sale in 
February! Interested in reserving a 

table or know anyone who would be? 
Spread the word! 

April 29, 2023
Double Tree by Hilton

Lafayette, La


